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“© Then shall appear the SIGN of the Son of 
Man in heaven—zin the Church.” 
And another book was opened; which is 
the S0O0K of LIFE.” 
a“ [i he LIFE wasthe LIGHT of men.” 
(i P “ WHATSOEVER DOTH MAKE MANI- 
ycosT 1s LIGHT.” 
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No, 1. THE subject present 
der, in the following pages, é 
be considered, (bv all who are estranged to 
the spirit of the sacred writ ines, who are 
not conversant with the several predictions 
contained in the holy scriptures, relative to 
the opening of the present heavenly 
sation, with all who are void of the 
God’s elect, and strangers to the 
of divine truth,) as something new and in- 
credible ; and, therefore, will be received, 
by them, rather as a subject of contempt and 
ridicule, than asa subject of divine import- 
ance and ‘solid consolation : nor could the 
most powerful evidence from heaven erant- 

be sufficient to remove the objections of 
unbelief. 

No. 2. sut, Oh reader! consider what 
mischief unbelief has done to man ; how ma- 
ny heavenly pleasures and divine consolations 
have been withheld from the church by cruel 

) 
unbelief ; it will be well therefore for every 
reader and hearer carefully to guard against 
this pernicious monster, and, .as far as pOssi- 
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‘bie, to lay aside prejudice, in order to an ‘im- 
partial investigation of the subject, before 
they put it from them or judge themselves un- 

vorthy of its divine benefits and heavenly 
consolations. 

No. 3. Probably the organ, through or by 
whom it may please the L ord to open and ex 
hibit the present dispensation, may not be the 
object of-your choice, approbation or accept- 
ance ; and, therefore , many objections may 
arise, concerning the divi ine conduct, on that 
account: and as the Lord’s method, 1n the 
ushering in of the millennial-glories, may not 
be your method, his religion not your reli- 
gion, and his doctrine not your favourite 
doc trine, the selfish pr inciples essential to the 
carnal mind, my give birth to the spirit of 
irreconciliation, resistance and enmity ; and 
so to much murmuring. “Yet, know ye, O 
rebellious unbeliever ! that the counsel of 
the Lord shall stand ; it will be vain for you 
‘to fight against God, nor willitbe your ad- 

vantage-to resistthe kind and wise determina- 
tions of a en. 

No.4. Unbelief has always shewed itself 
in opposition to the Lord and his Agency, in 


the opening-of every divine dispensation ;-—— 
howbeit, the purposes.of the Lord cannot be 
frustrated by all his enemies in combination. 

No. 5. In this, it is not asin matters of a 
pomrtical nature, where the object of the peo- 


-ple’s cheice is clectedand authoyised by them. 
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The object, in the present case, must be élec- 


ted, queleted and authorised, for the impor- 
tant work of God, by Je chovah himself: and 
altho’ the pe ople may disap prove of the 
Lord’s choice and hate and revile the Agen- 
cy of his appointment, on account of the faith- 
ful execution of the divine purposes under 
the divine direction, the heavenly decree shall 
be confirmed, the purposes of God shall not 
be baffled, but, truth and righteousness shall 
prove triumphant ; w hile those who are found 
to fight against God, in refusing the agency 
of his choice, in resisting the heavenly dispen- 
sation and in opposing the entrance of divine 
truth, shal! be reckoned among the Lord’s 
enemies at last to experience the shame and 
confusion of an everlasting dis: ippointme nt. 
No. 6. While we call into view and cen- 
sure the conduct of the unbelieving Jews, in 
rejec ting and putting from them the richest 
blessit igs which heaven had ever conferred 
on man, let us endeavour to guard against a 
like error in ourselves; remembering the 
chief cause why the religious Jews rejec- 
ted Jesus Christ: viz. because by him was 
promulga ted a doctrine and religion offensive 
to them and which, in its nature, was repug- 
nant to ye diletrine s and religion held forth 
by their zealous teachers. 
No. 7 7. The Jews had the means of true 
information afforded them; the best and most 
powerful evidences, to prove the truth ang 
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divine authority of the mes sage and mission 
ot Christ, were rranted ‘them ; but such was 
their attachment to the dinctei ines and religion 
which-they had received, by tradition, from 
heir leaders-and such their prejudices against 
very doctrine and religion which appeared 
evidently to contrast, or make void their own 
Scotdatin system, thas their minds became 
prepossessed, poisoned and fortified against 
the message, character and arguments ‘of the 
a vie SSk ih, and through unbelief thei ir hearts 
were rendered so hard and i impenet ‘able, that 
: titi and religion of Jesus could find 

no access there. 
No. 8 Bya wilful neglect and obstinate 
rejection, of the means an . evidences handed 
them from heaven, they remaine d uninform- 
lw ilingly 1 imnorant of the doctrines and 
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and, of course, strangers to divine truth: im 
consequence of which themselves were fore- 
ver deprived of all the benefits and consola- 
tions which, otherwise, they might have de- 
rived from the divine messare. 

No. 9. Oh, cruel unbelief! what hast thou 
done and what art thou still doing to the chil- 
dren of men? 

CP “ Which af you convinceth me of error ? 
and if Isay the truth, why do ye not believe ?” 

Prove the Message to be false, or else re- 
ceive it, with all thet ts comprised therein. 
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INTRODUCTORY DISCOURSE 


THE bearer of the millennium Message, 
by authority of Emmanuel, 

To the children o f digh ht, the friends of 
truth, and subjects of the invincible EM- 
PIRE, throughout.the world, greeting : 

Beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ ; 

No. 1. The period has at length arrived, 
tor the s awetl s and the earth to be doilcen: 
The great and mighty ae ike, so long 
predicted in-the saci ed writi nes, ls now com- 
mencing its sheck ; ated agreat and mighty 


volutionri in Church and State, throughout 


re 
the world, must be quickly effected. 


~T 9 rw ’ 
INO. Ze LE KH ‘~<doms of ti 11s world, W hic h 
have long been het uncer the dominion of 


carnal and oppressive lords- and tvranni- 
, ’ , 4 es 7 7 
cal monarchs, must become the kingdom of 
immanuel: who alone shall be sovereign of 
the whol - earth. 
N sil eS tint i a 
Oe Ue ‘The MESSaAS € Which contains the re- 
rt of one of the greatest events that ever 
z } S } . ‘ : 7 
happened since the foundation of the worid, 


is now directed. and handed to you, whom | 
now address: onthe delivery of which, in 


the church militant,. the hearers addressed 
will necessarily become constituted inte 
three distinct classes, viz. 
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ist. The indifferent and lukewarm ; who 
will not discommode themselves much there- 
about. 

2nd. The real enemies of the new dispen- 

sation ; who will oppose and fight ag rainst the 
divine cause. 

3rd. The real friends and advocates of the 
millennium ; who will espouse and embrace 
the heavenly dispensation, with all its privi- 
leges and comforts. 

' No. 4. In one of these classes every per- 
son must be found; wherever the divine 
message is delivered. O brethren and sis- 
ters, may it be ourhappy lot to be found 
among the Lord’s friends. 

No. 5. Those of us to whom the message 
is first delivered, except unbelief prevent, 

may be first in the enjoyment of the sublime 
pleasures, which accompany the message ; 
but if we ‘cherish unbelief we ourselves (as 
did the unbelieving Jews) shall become the 
instruments of our own exclusion from the 
richest blessings conferred on man ; and so 
at last shall we be found numbered amung the 
Lord’s enemies. 

No. 6. Men are never criminated for an 
ignorance of God or divine things when they 
have not the means of better information af- 
forded them. The Lord winks at such ig 
norance :—buit, the persisting in a wilful as 


glect and obstinate resistance and rejection of 


the means of better information 1s asin which 
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of a carnal monarch for that end. 
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they will afterwards flourish more than they FF 
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my counsel you shall bring your wishes tof 
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sod is adored by none but yourselves.— 
*huse therefore, said they, either to con- 
iorm yourselves in opinion with other men, 

r seek out another world wherein you may 
five according to your particular ways and 
ustoms. 

The Hebrews blinded with the love 
which they bore to the virgins, liked wel! 
heir words, and consented. to that whi 
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on, married Cosby the Madianite daughter 
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to be deluded by thee: For ayers thou 
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for hitherto hast thou endeavoured nothing 


else, but under pretext of law and relign On 
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to bring us into servitude and subjec 
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forbidding us the pleasures and hbertie 
wh ich i c * <u are I ,° 4a Ee. oul 


f 
“ bit 

t niOV. a2 
J ¢ o 


— . . 7 , ’ + * . 
Egyptian thraldom, than the power which 


ut 


} - 7 ’ } 
nou assumest to punis:y every man Dy ti 


L 
Laws of thy own making ; whereas thou th 


4 


self art more worthy to be punished, in th 


thou despisest those of all other nations, and 


wilt t have none but thine observed, and 
rest thy own particular arn ly 
‘1 ' 
ali other ar whatsoeve rf bu 


F that whi cl i] h; ave done, 


c . US 2 
coniess 1n tits assempiy, 
4 .- > - } 
strangver to wile: thou bh 
from mine own mouth 


neither do i clesire tha 
should be hi os n- Lis true also, that 
rifice to the ¢ ; to whom thou forbidde: 
to sacrifice, because I think not mvself bou 
to submit to the tyranny, of learning noth? 
that pertains to religion but from thee 
end I take it as no obligation to me fo 

«1, | 


man to assume, as tiou Gost, more au 


over me than I have myself. 


‘worse In ou! 


iC 


“d 





Viulst Zambrias spoke thus both for him- 
Oh and others of his faction, va people si- 
lently expected the issue.of this great quar- 
rel, especially for that they .saw their ee? 
¢ Ive r would not contend any longer, lest he 

uld make an insolent man more outrag- 
cous ; and lest others, in imitation of him, 

OV oe impudent in their speeches should 

ir up tumults amongst the people: so the 
assembly for this time was dissolved, and 
perhaps the mischief had gone iurther, had 
not Zambrias been suddenly cut-off in the 
manner Iam going to relate. 

Phinees (who as well for his own excel- 
lent qualities, as the dignity of his father 
Lieazar the Hiigh-Pric st, and his rreat UU 
cle iloses, was accounted the most consid- 
erable of tho: e of his are) was much discon- 
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but also those, who when by reason of con- 
sanguinity they ought to have restrained 
and dissuaded their } kinsmen from lewdness, 
yet either dissembled or encouraged them 
in their lust; the number of those deat per- 
ished on this manner, was 14000 men. At 
he same time, JAloses (being incensed 
against the Madianiies) sent out an army 
to destroy that nation; [ Notwithstanding, 
by reason of the wicked counsel of Balaam, 
through the means of this stumbling-block 
and by listening or giving heed to the sedu- 
cing’ insinuations of the young women, a 
great mut ltitude of the Hebrews were not a 
little corrupted in their religion. 
fl gwever, in the winding up of this 
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dignities, at his own pleasure, like a king 
without the suffrage and approbation of the 
people. ‘that this injury done by him, was 
not to be endured, by reason that so covert- 
ly he had insinuated himself into the govern- 
ment; that before it could be obse1 ved: the 

ple would be brought into servitude. For, 
he that knoweth himself to be worthy of a 
government, endeavors to obtain the same 
by consent of the people, and not by force 
and violence: but they that despair by good 


means to atta thereunto, do natwithstand- 
n from force, lest they sl Hould love 


concerned the common-weal 
> attempts of such men, lest of private 
they at last grow public enemies. For what 
reason (eaid hs ) can Moses give, why he hath 
bestowed the Hieh-pric nthaclad on Aaron and 
his sons? If God had dec reed, that this ho 
nor should be bestowed on one of the ribe of 
Levi, there were more reason that I sho = 
have it, who am of the same kindred 
Moses, and who surpass him both in r1 
ce Age. dn the contrary, if this honor ap- 
pertain to the most ancient of the tribes, that 
of k eubei ought by right to enjoy it, namely 
Dathan and Atiran:, and Phaial, who’ are 
the most anc ient of that Tribe, and the most 


powerful in riches 
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(/ 

These things spake Chore, under colour 
and pretence of the good of the ae 
wealth, but in effect only to raise a tumult 
amongst the multitude, and intrude into the 
office of the High-priest. Which discourse 
of his passing by little and little, from one 
ear to another, amongst the multitude, and 
multiplied by the envious, and such as ma- 
ligned Aaron, at last brought all the tribes 
into a mutiny : so tlrat 250 of the chiefest no- 
oles grew at length to be partakers of Chore’s 
conspiracy ; and all of these conspired toge- 
ther to take away the priesthood from J/oses’s 
brother, and to transfer it to him. (to Chore) 
The people likewise were in such sort in- 
censed, that they sought to stone A/oses ; and 
ran all of them confusedly with noise and 


uproar, cry ing out before the tabern: eh > OF 


(sod, that the tyrant was to be cut off, and 
the people delivered from thraldom, who 
under pretext of religion, had ins supportab! e 
thraldom maposen onthem. For if it were 
God that had chosen him to be High-priest 
ive would have prefered such an one to th: 
hignity who had been worthy, and would 
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highly incensed, yet was he nothing at all 
abashed thereat: but being satisfied in his 
conscience, that he had gov reed the estate 
uprightly, and well assured, that his brother 

obtained the Priest-hood, not by his favour, 
but God’s election, he came into the Con- 

gregation, where he uttered not one word 
against the people, but addressing himselt to 
Chore, he expostulated with him, and accus- 
ed him with great vehemency, being (besides 
his other qualities) by nature eloquent ani 
fit to spe sak in . blic assemblies. 

I think (saith he) Chore, that both thou 
and every one of these (pointing with his 
finger at the 250 men of his faction) are 
worthy of honor ; yea, I contemn not the 
rest of this assem! ly, although they are not 
to be compared to you in riches, and othe 
endowments. But neither doth Aaron there 
fore possess the Pricst-hood, because he ts 
richer (for thou hast more ample possessions 
than rare of us) neither because he is 
more noble, (for God hath equally imparted 
the same unto us all, hav ing given us one 
and the same grandfather) neither have | 
been ene there unto by brotherly affection, 
to bestow that on him which was due unto 
others. For had I considered any thins 
God, and the obedi 


ly ui 
ience I owe to a 
should rather have taken this honer t 

self, than have given it him; since there 
no Man more nearto me than myse!t. = 
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34 EXTRACTS FROM 


what wisdom had it been in me, to expose 
myself to oon e dangers which they incur, 
who commit an injustice, and suffer another 
man to ven the advantage of it? but God 
for' id that mv conscience should be stained 
with any such sin; were I guilty of this 
fault, God would not leave m«¢ unpunished, 
who had contemned naa nor you ignorant 
of what ye ought to do, im order to please 
him. ’Tis 1 he, 1 not I, that chose the J/ig/ 


1 ! 4 g 
priest ; and by this means he hath acquitte cd 


me of that ACC U SA’ . LON, which in this 


resnect m1] geht be bre rnt ag rainst me. But 
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ut by God’s own appomtment) 
} e 2 ii 4 
cttiedidialin’ ie referreth and remit- 
teth the matter to the public dispesition and 
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withough with the lose of t 
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h reccived from your own election. 
for netther have we been guilty of -disre- 
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JOSEPHUS» 


be chosen to offer sacrifice unto him, and 


to take charge of those things which ap- 
pertain to religion. And surely Chore ail 
noe be so bold as to pretend by the desire 
he hath to this dignity, to deprive God of 
the seer to dispose the same as best 
liketh him. 

¢ ‘ase therefore to mutiny amongst your- 

elves, and to * tumultuous unon this oc- 
casion; let every one of you that desire the 
Priest-hood, to-morrow brine each of you 
his censer with perfumes, and fire from his 
housee And thou, O Chore, be n: 
ed to yield unto God, and to expect his 
judgment, w ithout going about to raise thy- 
self above him: but come thou also amongsi 
the ‘rest of the competitors in this honour, to 
hear the decision. 

Neither see 4 cause, an Aaron shou 
not be there als judg 
thee, in that hi > 1erto aa ak virtuously and 
uprightly behaved himself in 
of t that ofice, and is hhkewise of the same 

ibe and race that thou art of. Ye shall all 
ais incense in the presence of the people 
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and let him whose offering shall be most 
‘ . ‘ "> . ‘ P , ‘ 1 

acceptable in God's sight, be deciared and 

— ' To ask taanl-« ahs on 3 7% . 

established Z7g/-priest: so shall I be ac- 


quitted of that slander which is wrongfu ily 


xi 
urged against me, of having (by my parti- 
7 


cul: ur grace and favour) best wed the office 
ot the l ‘viestiiaod Oh my broiner. 


EXTRACTS TROM 


After Jfoses had spoken in this manner, 
the people gave over murmuring, and the 
suspicions which they had emanated against 
Moses; approving ‘in themselves all that 
which had been, as beimg profitable for the 
Commonwealth. So the assembly separated. 

This happened in the year of the world 
2455, before Christ’s nativity 1509. 
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